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lips some of Paderewski's utterances would have been
unconvincing; but the prestige which he enjoyed auto-
matically put his appeal on a unique basis. As most of
the leading men at the Conference felt a deep affection
for him, they came to interest themselves in the cause which
he represented. They knew of his personal sacrifices,
and his altruistic character was as much admired as had
been his artistic achievements earlier in the century.
vn
In a joint letter signed by Wilson, Clemenceau, Lloyd
George and Orlando, the Big Four expressed unanimously
their opinion of the Polish Prime Minister, stating : " No
country could wish for a better advocate than he* ... "
Jules Cambon, the former French Ambassador in Berlin,
who, as President of the Council of Ambassadors and
President of the Committee for Polish Affairs, had more
opportunities than others of judging Paderewski's political
career, and who admitted that he had the professional
diplomat's natural distrust of the amateur, expressed in
a personal conversation with the author his opinion that
" nobody could have done better in Paris than PaderewskL
Even had he not been Paderewski he would have achieved
a lot with his political talents. . . . Lloyd George laughed
about the pianist turning politician. But he was the only
one who took that attitude. Later even he changed his
opinion, and, -like all the others, he became a genuine
admirer of Paderewski's political gifts." In fact Lloyd
George was to prove one of the most helpful supporters of
Paderewski and thus of Poland. This was especially
evident when the question of Danzig had once again come
before the Big Four, who had received a report about it
which was not favourable to Poland. On the morning of
that day Lloyd George personally rang up Paderewski,
warning him that he had something important to tell him
and that no time was to be lost. Lloyd George was so busy

